
Apolinar P. Cantu
February 10, 1941 - August 2, 2025

Apolinar P. Cantu, 84, entered into eternal rest on August 2, 2025, in Santa
Maria, Texas. 

 

A devoted father, grandfather, brother, and friend, Apolinar was a man whose
life reflected hard work, deep faith, and a love for family. He found joy in the
simple things—woodworking, dancing, mechanics, and gathering with loved
ones to BBQ on Sunday afternoons. Known for his generous spirit and strong
work ethic, he was a man who lived by example, guided by unwavering faith
and a deep love for the Lord. 

 

In his younger years, Apolinar served as an altar boy, and that early
foundation of faith remained a cornerstone of his life. He read his Bible daily
and lived with integrity, humility, and kindness. His warm presence and
steadfast devotion to his family and beliefs touched all who knew him. 

 

He is survived by his beloved children: Ruth Ramon (Martin) of Minnesota,
Anthony Cantu, and Abram Cantu of Monte Alto, Texas; and by five cherished
grandchildren: Mindy, Brian, Kimberly, David, and Zenaida. He is also survived
by three sisters: Maria de Jesus Rivera of California, Maria Antonia Cardona
of Washington, and Elodia “Lodi” Slosson (Terry) of La Feria, Texas. 

 

Apolinar was preceded in death by his parents, Petronilo and Antonia Cantu;



his son, Apolinar Cantu, Jr.; his daughter, Minnie Cantu; and six siblings:
Pedro Cantu, Petronilo Cantu, Oralia Saenz, Domingo Cantu, Isabel Villegas,
and Genoveva Silva. 

 

Visitation will be held on Tuesday, August 5, 2025, from 1:00 PM until 9:00
PM, with the family present from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Rudy Garza
Chapel of Peace in Harlingen, Texas. A rosary will be prayed at 7:00 PM at
the Rudy Garza Chapel of Peace in Harlingen, Texas. The funeral service will
take place on Wednesday, departing the funeral home at 9:30 AM for a 10:00
AM Mass of Christian Burial at Santa Margarita Catholic Church in Santa
Maria. Interment will follow at Restlawn Memorial Park Cemetery in La Feria,
Texas. 

 

Pallbearers will be Anthony Cantu, Abram Cantu, Erasmo Silva, Danny
Villegas, Terry Slosson, and Dino Ramon. 

 

Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Rudy Garza Funeral Home in
Harlingen, Texas. 

 

Apolinar’s faith, strength, and love will live on through the lives of those he
touched. He will be dearly missed and forever remembered.



Previous Events

Funeral Mass

AUG 6. 10:00 AM.

Santa Margarita Catholic Church
Santa Maria, TX

Burial

AUG 6 (CT)

Restlawn Memorial Park
14166 U.S. 83 Business
La Feria, TX 78559
(956) 797-2322
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Art V - August 08, 2025 at 08:49 AM

My condolences to the family Apolinar P. Cantu. I got to know Polo
as my boss in the irrigation district in Monte Alto Tx and hired by
him. He was a very positive boss. He supported me at work a lot. A
great man with great work ethics. May God and Father of Our Lord
Jesus Christ take care of him and his family. 

 Arturo Villanueva

Ezmeralda Villegas - August 05, 2025 at 11:54 AM

You were always an amazing uncle to us and an even better brother
to my momma . We're so grateful for the wonderful memories
you've left behind and even more grateful you were always there for
our family, even after she passed. You will be missed deeply and I'll
cherish our memories forever. May you Rest in Eternal Peace. I
love you so much, Tio.
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alexis - August 05, 2025 at 11:25 AM

You will always be remembered in my heart,
as well as in the hearts of my family. You were
an amazing, humble human being-kind and
generous, with a heart full of love. I will
always love you and cherish the moments we
shared. 

 Forever with so much love. 
 Alexis R.

August 04, 2025 at 10:41 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Apolinar P. Cantu.

Refugia Davila Guajardo - August 04, 2025 at 10:27 PM

Condolences to the family May our cousin Rest in Peace 
Guajardo family

https://www.rudygarzafunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rudygarzafunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Cristina Estevanes - August 04, 2025 at 08:04 PM

You will be missed Tio


